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Autumn Term – Newsletter 3 

UPDATE 

Families, 

I hope you have managed to keep out of the swirling winds and torrential rain over the last few days.  

Autumn has most definitely landed in Sandhurst!  I hope you all had a lovely half term and spent some 

quality time with your amazing children.  They are working so hard and are certainly enjoying their learning 

😊. 

I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you all for your amazing support at our Harvest Festivals this 

year.  I know how busy you all are but your time is very much appreciated by the school and your children.  

The productions were something very special right from the top of the school to our children in nursery, 

these are the memories we all remember and I feel very proud that you were able to share these with us 

again this year.    

Parent consultations were again very well attended and I hope you were able to share the positive 

messages you received.  As I mentioned before your children are really showcasing their talents this year 

and I couldn’t be prouder.  I was overwhelmed by the positive comments from you all and especially the 

parents who went above and beyond to email in with personal thanks to our team – those comments were 

VERY well received. 

We have a lot of new initiatives starting this term including 4legged Therapy, Outdoor enrichment and also 

the appointment of Mr. Steven’s who is going to be working specifically with groups of children who need 

that little bit of extra support – particularly with their reading and their writing.  People underestimate the 

importance of being ready to learn and we have started our journey on implementing a new and improved 

pastoral approach to supporting our children – we all need to remember that it is okay not to be okay 

sometimes.  

Just a reminder about the parking at the front of the school. PLEASE think about where you park in the 

mornings and after school for the safety of our children.  We are not blessed with too many parking spaces 

but if we can all work together we can make it as safe as we possibly can.  With this in mind, please 

remember that the school day starts at 8:45am, anyone coming onto site after that time (unless in nursery) 

are late for school.  We are currently looking into a way of improving the safety of the site for the children 

and this will include the times at which the gates are closed.  Thank you for your support with this matter, I 

know it isn’t easy, especially when it is wet, but we need to keep our children safe. 

Finally, from me is just to say thank you again for all of your support.  You play such an important part in 

your children’s lives and that helps shape Owlsmoor into the school it is today.  We couldn’t do what we do 

without you. 

Take care, keep safe and be kind to each other. 

 

Mr. Cope  
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Poppies on sale 

Remembrance Day is just around the corner and as always, here at Owlsmoor, we 

are trying to do our bit.  We are selling poppies outside/inside the school office 

every day. Friday (11th Nov) will be the last day they will be sold.  Remembrance is 

such an important part of our calendars and a time where sharing our thoughts and 

feelings is key to keeping the memories alive with the next generation.   

Reception have been busy! 

 

Harvest – The Reception children had a 

fantastic time taking part in the Harvest 

Festival. They really enjoyed making bread 

and ordering the story linked to the ‘The Little 

Red Hen’ and of course eating it! 

Festival of Lights. This week we have been learning about the festival of 

lights called Diwali – we have made diva lamps, listened to Indian music, 

read the story ‘Rama and Sita’ and made Rangoli patterns in our outside 

area. The children got to taste Indian foods like – vegetable curry, 

poppadum’s, naan bread and rice. They all had a good go at tasting the foods 

and some said it was a little spicy but they loved it! 

 

Bonfire Night – Guy Fawkes. The children have enjoyed making 3D rockets in our junk modelling area and 

firework splatter paintings in our outdoor area. In Literacy, the children were very enthusiastic about 

having a go at writing onomatopoeic words like boom, bang, whizz, fizz, hiss, pop and crackle. They even 

got to do some creative dance to the song ‘Baby it’s a Firework’ by Katy Perry using coloured scarves in the 

dance studio. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Firework Display November 12th 2022  

The PTA Firework main event is happening on Saturday 12th November, I for one am very excited as it will 

be my first event as Headteacher.  Tickets are still available so if you haven’t purchased them already 

please do so.  I hear it is an incredible display and raises a lot of much needed funds for our children. 
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Year 6 re-enact ‘The Battle of Bosworth’ 

At the end of last term, Year 6 were introduced to our new history topic focusing on the Tudor period of 

history. In order to bring the topic alive, we decided to recreate the battle which changed history and 

started the Tudor dynasty.  

As each child entered school, we separated them into the two waring houses: the Lancastrians and the 

Yorkists. The children were then moved into their houses and were taught about the history of the battle. 

Each child learned a phrase in Latin that could have been shouted during the battle, and were then 

assigned a role e.g. and archer and infantryman etc. They created banners to carry into battel which 

displayed their emblem and their chosen phrase. One child from each house was given the role of either 

Henry Tudor or Richard III and we assembled on the ball playground ready to begin the battle.  

The children had a wonderful time and learned a lot about how battles would have been fought in the past 

and how Henry Tudor became Henry VII.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beetle Drive Sunday 20th November 

Beetle Drive - old fashioned family fun, suitable for ages 5-105 - at St George's Church, Owlsmoor. 

Sunday 20th November. 3-5pm. 

There will be prizes & cake! 

Tickets £3/person or £10 for a family of 4 - available from Judith Dodds 01276 3206 
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Careers Week 6th – 10th February 2023 

As a school, we would like to provide an opportunity for our children to think about their future and who 

they would like to become by providing daily drop-in workshops; a careers fair; employer visits; focus on 

subject relevant careers in lessons and showing careers films. I have reached out to local companies and 

invited many to talk about their jobs, challenge stereotypes, to discuss working hard and following 

aspirations to develop successful businesses and futures. 

I would like to extend the invitation to the adults in our school community. If you would be interested in 

attending our careers fayre and sharing information about your own job role or business please contact 

Miss Hadley.   

Green Team are BACK! 

Congratulations to the children who were elected to Green Team last 

month. Our first task is to share with the school the importance of 

COP27, which is being held in Sharm-el-Sheikh from Sunday. It is an 

annual fortnight when world leaders meet to talk about the actions 

humans can take to help slow down climate change. 

Green Team will be leading a special assembly on Climate Change and the importance of reducing 

emissions to help slow down global warming. Children will reflect on the pledges they made last year 

during COP26 and on World Earth Day or think of alternative ones. Please take time to talk with your family 

about small changes that can be made to help the environment.  

There will also be a ‘Walk to School/Car Share’ day during the fortnight (see below). 

 

Walk to School or Car Share Day 

 

During the COP27 fortnight (see above), we are dedicating this day to the atmosphere and hoping that it 

will be cleaner in Owlsmoor today! Please help us to have a day of reduced emissions by walking to school, 

driving just part of the way or car-sharing with another family. Committing to making just one less car 

journey per week will make a difference. 

School Hoodies for PE 

   

 

 

 

We have instructed Brenda’s to add a 

new sports hoodie as an option as 

part of our new uniform policy.  The 

hoodies are fantastic and can be worn 

on the days the children have PE and 

/ or Games.  Thank you to Annie for 

being a brilliant model 😊. 
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NEW Sharing books 

                                        

Books books and more glorious books! EYFS and Key stage 1 have recently been lucky enough to purchase 

a wonderful selection of new and exciting sharing books, for every class. We are encouraging the children 

to take them home and share them with you.  These books are to encourage the children’s love of reading.  

They are not books we ‘expect’ your child to read to you daily (like their Rhino readers).  Sharing books are 

for you to enjoy together. So read them at bedtime, on a rainy afternoon and just for the pleasure of it!  

We hope you enjoy visiting some old favourites and trying out some new titles together.  Please let us 

know how you got on in your child’s reading record and encourage your child to look after them.  

Ms Gardiner and Mrs Layton-Matthews 

Maths Week – Challenge Accepted! 

 
Dear parent/carer, 

We are celebrating Maths Week England by taking part in a friendly, times tables (and division) 
competition. The competition runs from 07:30 am Monday 14th November to 19:30 Wednesday 16th 
November. It's all completed online via play.ttrockstars.com. 

Children can play in any game mode with every correct answer to a multiplication or division question 
earning themselves, their class and the school a point. The Times Tables Rock Stars platform will calculate 
the class average (the number of correct answers per pupil in the class who play during the competition 
hours, subject to a daily 60-minute limit (see below)). Winning classes in the school and in the competition 
as a whole will be the ones with the highest average. 

To support player wellbeing, there is a daily time limit of 60-minutes per player. In other words, each 
player can earn competition points for up to 60-minutes between 07:30 and 19:30 on 07:30 Monday 14th 
November to 19:30 Wednesday 16th November. Once the player goes beyond 60-minutes of play on that 
day, they will still earn coins but will no longer earn points towards the competition. 

We hope the children will have fun while practising their times tables.  

Mrs Panesar 
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World Mental Health Day at Owlsmoor 😊 

On Monday 10th October, we all participated in an afternoon of activities regarding World Mental Health Day. 

Across the school, the year groups learnt different ways in which we can help our own mental health and the 

mental health of others.  

There was a lovely bustle of activities across the school including yoga, designing bookmarks, reflecting on the 

positive attributions we all have, creating worry monsters and making calming lavender bags.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next up is Anti-bullying week. We will celebrate this with 

Odd Socks Day on Monday 14th November! 

Please ensure your child comes to school in odd socks on this day. 

 

 

 

 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

A polite reminder to ensure that all items of clothing and property are labelled clearly with your child’s 

name. We are collecting a lot of lost property which we are unable to return as it is unlabelled – some of 

which looks good as new!  

Going forward, any lost property collected during the week will be placed on a table outside the school 

office for parents to look through and retrieve items every Friday after school. Please do come and look if 

your child has lost something.  
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Year 1 Harvest 

Year 1 enjoyed a trip to St George’s church for a Harvest festival! They worked incredible hard learning 4 

songs, Makaton and a class poem. It was so lovely to see parents back in the church again after such a long 

time of not being able to come and watch. We know the children were so proud to perform in front of you. 

We hope you enjoyed watching.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are in Chaffinches, please can you remember your cereal box by the end of next week. You will need 

it for our history topic in a few weeks’ time.  

 

This half term is full of lovely plans to discover how we know its autumn, with our autumn walk and we 

hope to visit the church again to learn more about baptism and advent. Can any parents who are school 

DBS checked for our autumn walk on the 16th November at 1pm, please do let your class teacher know.  

 
Year 4 Poetry 

The Mewlips! 

In English last half term, Year 4 studied the spooky poem The Mewlips by 

J.R.R. Tolkien.  We were really impressed by the creativity and imaginative 

skills they showed when describing their own sinister characters, inspired by 

Tolkien’s powerful description of the dreadful Mewlips!   The children created 

‘Wanted’ posters to warn people to beware of an escaped Mewlip, wanted for 

stealing people’s gold, and went on to write their own spooky poem.  We very 

much enjoyed reading them all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 RESPECT – KIND – INCLUSIVE – DETERMINED - SAFE  

In science, we planned and set up an investigation about the effect different drinks have on our teeth. We 

enjoyed doing regular observations and the results were very interesting, if not a little smelly! 

  

 
 

Year 5 have been having a blast! 

Year 5 have enjoyed so many wonderful things in October. 

 

We celebrated the harvest at St George’s Church. The children sang 

beautifully and delivered their words with confidence as they reflected 

on ‘The Ballard of Harvest Past’.   

 

 

 

The children became ‘publishers’ by creating class books filled 

with the fabulous reports they had written on a subject of their 

choice. They wrote with enthusiasm on a range of subjects from 

‘lions’ to ‘ice skating’ and the teachers enjoyed reading every 

single one; we learned a great deal too!   

 

On World Mental Health Day, we thought about ways to keep our minds healthy. Discussions included 

being able to talk about our worries, getting enough sleep, having plenty of fresh air and exercise, and 

being able to write our thoughts down. The children then learnt about the calming effects of lavender, 

before making lavender bags to take home. They also took part in a yoga session in the hall.  
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    Rugby and Football news! 

Year 3/4 rubgy skills. 

Some year 3 and 4 children had an opportunity to attend a rugby event to learn some skills. They had a 

really lovely time!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mixed year 6 football team     Year 5 and 6 girl’s football 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An excellent start to the football season. We have played four games so far and now have a break until 

February half term. We drew our first three games and won the last! The team showed excellent football 

and team skills in every game! (photo below missing Jack Maiden – who is also part of the team). 

The girls football team had a brilliant first friendly match (especially after their first training session was 

disrupted by a hail storm!) They showed such great teamwork. Well done Kathryn for scoring her first 

Owlsmoor goal.  

 

 

 



 RESPECT – KIND – INCLUSIVE – DETERMINED - SAFE  

Maths and Writing Superstars 

A huge congratulations to our Maths and Writing Superstars for the month – keep up the good work 😊 

Class Maths Superstars Writing Superstars 

Miss Hadley Jack Sutherland Melanie Grumbt 

Mr Francis Sienna Funnell Josie Legg 

Mrs Panesar Kyle Chigumba Alicia Sutton 

Mrs Bruce Mrs Plumtree Charlie Haynes-Taylor Charlie Woodward 

Miss Megrath Oliver Roberts Lily Brown 

Miss Barton Tyler Holloway Chloe Legg 

Mrs Reed Alexis Bradley Molly Joys 

Mrs Fish Jack Weavers Harlee Townsend 

Mrs Curran Kevin Mihai Rosie Harris 

Mr Taylor Maggie Harris Alfie Harris 

Miss Bess Aimee Marshall Kayla Shepherd 

 

Kingfishers – special visitor 

This week we have had a special visitor! The children have really loved meeting Beau – a beautiful therapy 

dog.  They were very excited to meet her – taking her for mini walks inside, asking her to perform for treats 

and feeding her. They have been encouraged to ask questions about her care, and learn how to gently pet 

and greet her.  We are looking forward to seeing her every week and watching confidence grow! 
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School Council 

We held this year’s elections – the children thoroughly enjoyed taking part.  They were run by previous 

school councillors, who did this brilliantly! 

Our new school councillors are: 

Martha, Harry, Mayon, Florence, Noah, Ethan, Ashanti, Millie, Rose, Ernie, Phoebe, Hannah, Leo, Isobel, 

Camden, Jessica, Molly, Darcey, Natalia, Naomi, Renae, Finley, Joshua, Sebastien, Jacob and Taara. 

We have already started meeting and our new school councillors are already full of great ideas and 

enthusiasm!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY DATES 
 

11th November 2022 Year 3 trip to Kew Gardens 

11th November 2022 Year 5 Greek Day at School 

11th November 2022 Remembrance Assembly 

12th November 2022 Owlsmoor PTA Fireworks 

14th November 2022 Anti-Bullying – Odd Sock Day 

18th November 2022 Kingfishers – Treat Trip 

18th November 2022 Children in Need (Mufti Day/Spots) 
(£1 Donation) 

23rd November 2022 Year 6 Height and Weight 

23rd November 2022 Nuthatches Class Assembly 9am School Hall 

25th November 2022 Ostriches Class Assembly 9am School Hall 

2nd December 2022 Nursery Nativity at the Church starting 9:20am 

5th December 2022 Year 4 Egyptian Day at School 

7th December 2022 Reception Nativity in School Hall starting 9:30am 

8th December 2022 Year 2 Nativity at the Church starting at 9:15am 

8th December 2022 Year 5 Trip to Panto 

9th December 2022 Kingfishers Trip to Panto 

14th December 2022 Children’s Christmas Lunch 

16th December 2022 Rudolf Rave 9am 

16th December 2022 Finish at 14:00 

 


