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Autumn Term – Newsletter 2 

UPDATE 

Families, 

It feels like we have never been away!  The children have returned to school with enthusiasm, determination 

and a real desire to learn.  There is, as always, a real buzz around the school and I am loving every minute of my 

new role.  I would like to thank you all again for your warm welcome, friendly chats on the gates and all your 

support you are providing our young people.  We can’t do what we do without you and for that we will always 

be very grateful. 

We have been changing things little by little, but one of the biggest changes is the launch of our new ‘slogan’ 

and 5 brand new values.  We have a lot of great things already embedded at Owlsmoor: Rights Respecting 

School, Growth Mind Set, Habits of Mind and our school aims.  What we felt was needed was a thread of 

Golden Values that pulled all the wonderful things we do here at Owlsmoor together and give us a solid 

foundation to for the next part of our exciting journey.  Our new slogan is ‘Owlsmoor: Where everyone matters’ 

– this really encompasses all that we do here at Owlsmoor, I feel privileged to be part of such an inclusive 

family.  Underpinning everything we do at Owlsmoor are our new Golden Values: Respect – Kind – Safe – 

Determined – Inclusive.  We all felt that these words described Owlsmoor in the best way possible.  The 

children have been introduced to our new values and these are going to be embedded across the school. See if 

your children can name them – you never know, I might even test you in the mornings 😊.  These values are 

not just words but will form the basis of learning opportunities, behaviours across the school, assemblies and 

much, much more. 

The children have been busy preparing their speeches for our key roles within the school.  House Captains and 

School Council representatives have been elected and are raring to go.  We will be sharing our 2022 – 2023 

representatives very soon.  Next up will be the elections for the Green Team and RRS representatives 😊.  The 

children have been working very hard over the last few weeks producing stunning examples of learning and 

more importantly settling in well to their new surroundings.  I hope you like the new look newsletter – we are 

aiming to celebrate our children more – we even have some pictures for you! 

Our amazing PTA have their first Mufti-Day on Friday 14th October – please remember your £1.00 to support 

the school.  The PTA have raised a lot of money for the children and have already purchased some exciting 

things for our children this year.  Becky and the team will be sending out a newsletter very soon to showcase 

what your support has enabled us to provide for our incredible children. 

Just a reminder the bookings for parent consultations are going live at 12 noon on Monday 10th October.  

These will take place on Wednesday 19th October where the whole school will be closed from 12 noon, there 

will not be any lunch provided on that day. 

Thank you all again for your continued support, I look forward to seeing you all on the gate on Monday morning 

😊. Take care, keep safe and be kind to each other. 

 

Mr. Cope  
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Thank you to Her Majesty the Queen😊 

 

  

Year 5 and 6 footballers do Owlsmoor Proud! 😊 

A mixed squad of Year 5 and 6 girls attended the Bracknell Forest football tournament at Easthampstead 

Park Community School on the 26/09/22. Twelve schools were competing in two groups, with only the top 

two teams in each group progressing to the knock out stages. 

With a strong performance in the first game resulting in a 1-0 victory things were looking good for the 

Owlsmoor team and despite some very strong opposition after five games we were undefeated with three 

wins, two draws and no goals conceded, finishing top of the group. 

In the semi-final we were pitted against Warfield, the two teams proved to be evenly matched with the 

game ending 0-0 in normal time. In extra time both sides had chances to break the deadlock but with no 

goal’s forthcoming the prospect of a penalty shootout was looming with a place in the final at stake. 

With less than a minute of extra time remaining Warfield won the ball in midfield and a speculative shot 

from distance squirmed inside the post past our unsighted keeper to give them the victory. 

Despite this disappointing result each player in the Owlsmoor squad showed the qualities of 

determination, fair play and team work and deserves enormous credit for their efforts, they certainly made 

me very proud, 

Honourable mentions go to Renae Davis who was playing competitive football for the first time, Anu ‘The 

Cat’ Pun who made six fantastic saves to keep the attacking players of Meadowvale at bay, and Isabelle 

‘Goal Machine’ Read who bagged four goals from midfield. 

The squad: Anu Pun / Serayah Helvacioglu / Summer Inions / Kathryn Mather / Isabelle Read / Selina 

Thapa / Lily Bruce / Saanvi Nandikonda / Renae Davis 

Manager: Mr Methven, Assistant Manager: Mrs Thomas 

 

Reception children made 

a wreath for the Queen and 

cards.  The lovely Mrs 

Layton-Matthews took 

them down to Windsor with 

flowers to lay from our 

school. Mrs. Layton 

Matthews was told it will be 

scanned and put in a vault 

in the castle where it will 

stay forever. 
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GREEN TEAM have achieved greatness! 

 

 
 

Our very own GREEN TEAM here at Owlsmoor have achieved the ECO-SCHOOLS award.  The children, led 

by Ms. Wood, have achieved amazing things such as helping with lunchtime waste to adopting a polar 

bear.  The children have been incredible and thoroughly enjoyed their journey.  We have been presented 

with a certificate and a flag, which is going to be displayed on its very own flagpole in the school grounds.  I 

am very much looking forward to seeing what the GREEN TEAM achieves this year – there is already talk of 

possible fundraising events! Well done team, you should be very proud of yourselves. 

 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 2022 

We are pleased to confirm that we will be having our Harvest Festival at St Georges Church on the 13th 

October 2022.  However, due to class sizes and capacity at the church, we have taken the difficult decision 

that only years 1, 3 and 5 will participate in services at the church. Parents/ guardians of children in those 

year groups are welcome to join our celebration. All other year groups will partake in a year group production 

later in the year.   The timings are approximately Year 1 9:15-9:45, Year 3 10:00-10:30 and Year 5 10:45-

11:15.  As in previous years, Reception will hold their service in the school hall at 14:00 and parents/ 

guardians are welcome to join them.  As always, thank you for your continued support.  For those of you 

wishing to contribute to our Food Bank donation, we will be doing this at a later point of the year as per 

requested by Bracknell Food Bank, as they have limited storage. 
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Rights Respecting School (RRS) 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)  

The Right to an Education (Article 28) 

In June 2022, the children in Y5 walked to Sandhurst School and 

presented Sam Hunt, the Deputy Head, with donated pencil 

cases full of pencils, pens, rulers and rubbers, as well as bags full 

of quality used books. The donations were made to support the 

school’s ongoing ‘Reaching Rwanda’ initiative. 

 

 

These donations, along with many others, were then 

taken to Rwanda in Africa as part of the Sixth Form visit 

in July 2022. The children in Rwanda were delighted to 

receive them and will be using them in the school 

building that has been built during previous Sixth Form 

visits to the area.  

 

Ms. Hunt would like to pass on her personal thanks for the donations from the school and would like to 

emphasise the huge importance that education can have on the lives of the young people living there. 

Mrs Fish 

OUR CHOIR RETURNS 😊 

Key Stage 2 Choir 
  
The first few sessions of choir have gone well. The children are learning a few Disney songs and we will 
shortly be starting on a Christmas theme. The acoustics in the music studio sound amazing, so thank you 
for your support collecting the children from the middle playground and for bearing with us at dismissal. 
  
We have had some children sign up for choir this term but have not turned up to sessions. We register the 
children but are unable to check on their attendance until after the session whilst we are supervising a very 
large group. From a safety point of view, please can you let us know if your child is not attending choir. Due 
to the number of children in the choir and the waiting list to join, if children do not attend for 3 sessions in 
a row, then we will have to remove the children from the register, and they are welcome to reapply at the 
beginning of the next term. 
  
We are hoping to plan in some events for the choir to take part in so watch this space for further 
information. 
  
Thank you 
Mrs Read and Miss Parr 
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Year 1 need your help… 

Please can we remind you that we are collecting empty cereal boxes and empty toilet roll tubes for 

our up and coming art projects. If you have brought these into school already and have more at 

home, please do still bring them in.  

Thank you for your tissue donation, we are now fully stocked for the winter.  

Mrs Hadley, Miss Wakelin and Mrs Wood.  
 
 
Year 2: Using our own experience of life to write amazing stories! 

 
Year 2 have had a great week writing stories about lost cuddly toys.  The children really enjoyed 

using their own favourite cuddlies to imagine where they might lose them, how they would feel if 

they did and what it would be like to find them again! 

 

Our stories were based on the work of Shirley Hughes.  The children had already read ‘Bobbo’ in Year 1 so 

we used ‘Dogger’ for inspiration! We also listened to the poet Michael Rosen perform his poem ‘Losing 

Things’ which was very amusing.  You can find it here if you want to re-watch it with your children 😊 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyDbtuLKWFE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyDbtuLKWFE
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LOST PROPERTY 

A polite reminder to ensure that all items of clothing and property are labelled clearly with your child’s 

name. We are collecting a lot of lost property which we are unable to return as it is unlabelled – some of 

which looks good as new!  

Going forward, any lost property collected during the week will be placed on a table outside the school 

office for parents to look through and retrieve items every Friday after school. Please do come and look if 

your child has lost something.  

Year 3 have been busy over the summer 😊 

We were amazed at how fabulous the children’s rainforest biome creations were. It was evident that a lot 

of hard work and research was put in place over the summer holidays. We have kept a selection of these to 

display them around our school.  

 

The children have been working hard to learn new songs and their own lines for our upcoming Harvest 

celebration, so it would be great if they could rehearse their lines with you at home as well. These have 

been glued into their reading records.  

The children have been enjoying our topic about rainforests and, to enhance their learning, we will be 

visiting Kew Gardens on Friday 11th November. This exciting trip provides the children with an opportunity 

to experience some of the plants and climatic conditions they have been learning about. A separate letter 

with full details will be sent home with the children in due course.  

Year 3 Team  

 

Data Collection Sheets – Big Thank you 😊 

 

Thank you to those families who have returned their data collection sheets. However, we do have some 

that have not come back yet and we must remind you to return these ASAP, or your child may not be able 

to take part in some school activities. If you have mislaid your child’s Data Collection Sheet, please call into 

the school office where we can print you off another one. 
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Year 4 have hit the pool! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fire, Fire, Fire, Fire – call Reception 

People who help us - On Friday we had a firefighter Station Officer Chris Roberts come in and talk to the 

Reception children about his role as a firefighter. The children loved hearing all about how he saves people 

and puts out fires. They enjoyed seeing his gear and clothes that he must wear when going to a job and 

seeing what a fire engine looks like. Mrs Toal was a good sport and allowed Mr Roberts to dress her up as a 

firefighter. 

 

The children then came back to class and in our outside area, they each had a chance to dress up as a 

firefighter and using a real hose put out a fire that had broken out in our dolls house. 

We are so proud of the wonderful start Year 4 have made 

to their swimming sessions this term!  Everyone has 

arrived well prepared each Tuesday morning, with their 

swim kit and packed lunches in hand, ready for a busy 

day ahead.  During the first week, the children were 

observed and arranged roughly into three groups to best 

support them whatever their previous swimming 

experience might have been.  Over the duration of the 

course, they will be working on improving their 

swimming as well as covering essential water safety skills.  

Well done for the fabulous start Year 4 – we can’t wait to 

see how you all come on over the course!  
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This week we have looked at Construction workers/builders 

with our literacy link being ‘The Three Little Pigs.’ We have 

taken turns to build walls using straw, sticks and blocks. Which 

one do you think was the strongest? 

 

 

Beetle Drive Sunday 20th November 

 

Beetle Drive - old fashioned family fun, suitable for ages 5-105 - at St George's Church, Owlsmoor. 

Sunday 20th November. 3-5pm. 

There will be prizes & cake! 

Tickets £3/person or £10 for a family of 4 - available from Judith Dodds 01276 3206 

Year 6 have had a taste of Hogwarts… 

Earlier in the term, Year 6 were fortunate enough to take part in a Harry Potter theme day to launch our 

study of J.K. Rowling’s famous novel. During the day, children were given the opportunity to craft and 

design their very own wands; mix some interesting and (sometimes) revolting potions; and create their 

own magical persona.  

In the afternoon, the children were sorted into a house, by the Sorting Hat no less, and were then given 

the chance to design their very own house crest. Everyone involved in the day had a wonderful time and it 

really brought the start of our study of this wonderful book alive.  

Here are just a few photos of some of the activities… 
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World Mental Health Day 

Next Monday 10th October is World Mental Health Day. The theme for this 

year is ‘Making mental health a global priority for all’. On Monday afternoon 

the children will be participating in a range of activities aiming to provide 

them with strategies to support their wellbeing such as yoga, mindfulness 

colouring, making worry monsters and physical activities. We will also 

discuss other ways to look after our mental health. All discussions will be 

handled in an age-appropriate manner. Please speak to your child’s class 

teacher if you have any questions regarding what will be covered during the 

afternoon. We hope your child will be able to share some of the ideas they 

have learnt at school with you at home.  

 

General Reminders 

Thank you for your support with homework and reading so far this term. Most children are enjoying their 

fifteen minutes of extra playtime for reading four times a week at home or more, so please sign your 

child’s reading record every time you hear them read.  

 ‘Coughs and sneezes’ season has begun and tissues are being used up rapidly. If you are able to kindly 

donate a box of tissues for the classroom, we would be extremely grateful. 

Maths and Writing Superstars 

A huge congratulations to our Maths and Writing Superstars for the month – keep up the good work 😊 

Class Maths Superstars Writing Superstars 

Miss Hadley Riley Ritchie Eliza Barnett 

Mr Francis George Hill Amelie Samson 

Mrs Panesar Aaron Hellewell Yazmin Rai 

Mrs Bruce Mrs Plumtree Rocco Eife Maisie Pocock 

Miss Megrath Dolly Horsgood Hannah Robson 

Miss Barton Ruby-Rose Gorton Tyler Holloway 

Mrs Reed Sienna Allard Seth Bagalacsa 

Mrs Fish Rebecca Lewendon Isabelle Holland 

Mrs Curran Elsie Tims Charlie Pembroke 

Mr Taylor Daniyal Choudhry Serayah Helvacioglu 

Miss Bess Poppy Flynn Lexie Blackburn 
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KEY DATES 
Monday 10th October – World Mental Health Day 

Thursday 13th October – Phonics Parent Workshop 15:30 In the hall 
Thursday 13th October – Harvest Festival at the church for Years 1 (9:15-9:45)  

Years 3 (10:00- 10:30) and Year 5 (10:45-11:15) 
Harvest Festival for Reception Classes School Hall at 2pm  

Friday 14th October – Mufti day - Please bring in £1.00 
Wednesday 19th October – Parent consultations – the whole school will be closed at 12 

noon on this day. 
Friday 21st October – Children Finish for Half Term at 3:10pm 

Monday 31st October – Children return to school 
 


