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Spring Term – Newsletter 1 

UPDATE 

Families, 

Welcome back and a Happy New Year!  I hope you have all had a fantastic break and managed to spend 

some quality time with your families.  The festive period is always very busy and speaking to many of you 

on the gates in the morning, you were VERY excited for the children to be returning to school 😊.  If your 

children are anything like my own, you are probably finding that the mornings have been a bit tricky and 

that they are a little more grouchy than normal – I promise you, this is expected and keeping everything 

crossed, this phase will soon pass 😊.  It’s been lovely seeing you all again and the children have settled 

back into their routines really well.   

I have fantastic news to share that Mrs. Warner has had her baby!  Jacob Warner was born on 20th 

December 2022.  Mrs. Warner and her family are doing really well and I am going to be catching up with 

her and Jacob next week – cannot wait! 

This week we have been talking in assemblies about New Years Resolutions with a focus on being 

determined (one of our values).  The children have been amazing in sharing their goals and what was lovely 

to hear, that many of them were about helping others.  Harry (Penguins) and Thomas (Chaffinches) both 

mentioned in assembly that they were going to help their Mum’s with the washing up and the laundry – I 

said I would check in with their Mum’s to see whether they have kept to their goals – they didn’t look 

impressed 😊. 

Lastly, keep your eyes open for all the site works that will be happening this term.   Thanks to our 

incredible PTA and your support we will be seeing the new Trim Trail being installed in March; the middle 

and top playground having a face lift with new playground markings; the install of our new outdoor shelter 

and the installations of our outdoor reading area.  I am so very excited about seeing what the children 

think of our new projects – I know they are going to absolute love them. 

These things simply couldn’t happen without your ongoing support.  You are such an integral part of our 

journey here at Owlsmoor Primary School, I cannot thank you enough.  Your support is so valuable I am 

going to be re-launching a ‘Family Forum’.  This will give you an opportunity to come into school and have 

an input into how we shape things at Owlsmoor.  The first session will be towards the end of January and 

there will be a separate letter outlining the agenda coming out shortly. 

Thank you all again so much, take care, keep safe and be kind to each other. 

 

Mr. Cope  
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Making the site safer… 

I am writing to inform you of a change to when the gates of our site will be open.  Last term we had several 

instances where the safety of the site (after hours) was compromised so we are taking steps to prevent this 

from happening in the future.  The main change will be to the collection from our After-School Club.   

Main Pedestrian Gate (Front Office) 

Morning After School 

8:30 – 8:50am 15:00 – 18:00 
The gate will be unlocked but not propped open.  Please just push the 
gate to enter the site. 

Back Gate 

Morning After School 

8:30 – 9:05am 15:00 – 16:00 
The back gate will be locked at 16:00. 

Main gate near Nursery 

Morning After School 

8:30 – 9:00am 15:00 – 15:30 
The gate will be locked at 15:30. 

 

After School Club 

As of Monday, the back gate and the nursery main gate will not be accessible.  To collect from our After-

School Club, anyone collecting, will access the site through the main pedestrian entrance and walk round 

through the reception outdoor area or use the path next to the bottom playground (as normal). 

The vehicle gate will be closed at 18:00 every evening but please remember you can use the car park if 

required for collection before this time. 

We really appreciate your support with this slight change and I am sure you agree the safety of our 

children and site is of upmost important. 

Kingfishers – Thank you 😊 

 
Welcome back and thank you all again for the thoughtful presents you gave us all. 

The children seemed to really enjoy all our Christmas activities, rounded off with the pantomime which they loved. 
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They have settled in well.  We have another busy term planned, starting with the visit next week to Pizza Express – 

the children are already very excited! In literacy, we are looking at story structure and rhyming, starting with Julia 

Donaldson’s ‘The Smeds and the Smoos’ – please encourage them to find rhyming words at home to help with our 

rhymes. 

Year 1 – Save your yoghurt pots 😊 

Welcome back and Happy New Year. We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all the lovely 

Christmas gifts you sent in, we all felt thoroughly spoilt and we have enjoyed hearing about all the things 

the children experienced over the Christmas holidays. 

We have an exciting term planned with our history topic ‘Nurturing Nurses’. During this half term, we will 

be comparing nurses from different eras. We would be grateful for any unwanted hospital/doctor toy sets 

or clean bandages for our role play areas.   

In science, we are learning about materials. When you are out and about, please encourage the children to 

think about what objects are made from and why they are made from that particular material. For 

example, why are houses made using bricks? Why are windows made out of glass? 

Finally, please can we request that the children bring in clean yoghurt pots to make bird feeders ready for 

the RSPB Garden Birdwatch at the end of this month. We would appreciate having these as soon as 

possible.  

Mrs Wood, Miss Wakelin and Mrs Hadley  

Year 4 

Mangy Mummies! Year 4 Egyptian Day 

In December, Year 4 had a very exciting time taking part in our Egyptian Day workshop. We had a historical 

expert in school who showed us how the body of a Pharaoh would be have been mummified in Ancient 

Egyptian times.  We  helped to carry out the mummification process and even had a go a wrapping 

ourselves and our friends in the long linen cloths they used!  After the body had been carefully mummified, 

we all had a role to play in the mourning march, with some carrying the mummified Pharaoh, some playing 

musical instruments and some carrying the Pharaoh’s favourite possessions, ready to place into his 

sarcophagus with him.  It was a really fun experience!  Later in the week, we used what we had learnt to 

write an explanation text to describe how the process of mummification worked during our English 

lessons.  
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The Great Owlsmoor Bake Off! 

We finished off our Design Technology topic of ‘Bread’ by baking our own bread rolls with the flavours we 

had chosen previously (based on what we liked and disliked from the different types of bread we tasted).  

We carefully followed the recipe to make the dough, split it into roll-sized pieces then added our final 

ingredients to give it the favour we wanted.  The end results were wonderful, with some excellent dough-

shaping and flavours!   

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Change to indoor PE day: Now that swimming has ended, PE this term will be on Mondays. Outdoor PE 

will continue to be on Wednesday. Children will need to come dressed in their PE kits on both these 

days. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

BIG GARDEN BIRD WATCH! 

Happy New Year and welcome back! Christmas already seems a distant memory but we wanted to say how 

amazing your children were in the nativity performance. We were so proud of them, especially since this 

was their first ever performance to a live audience.  We would also like to say a very big thank you for the 

many gifts we received at Christmas and let you know how much we appreciate your generosity.   

BIG GARDEN BIRDWATCH!  

As we are studying living things in science this term, we would love the children to get involved in the 

RSPB’s BIG GARDEN BIRDWATCH! 
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This takes place from the 27th – 29th of January and you can sign up and get involved here:  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/ 

Regular reading remains vitally important for your children’s progress and we would like to encourage you 

to continue to hear your child read 4 times a week.  Thank you for your continued support.  

Year 2 Team 

Year 5 

Festive Frolics 

As always, the month of December was 

packed with lots of fabulous learning and 

festive fun. The theatre trip to see the 

Christmas pantomime, Jack and the 

Beanstalk’ was hugely enjoyed by the children 

and put us all in a very festive mood.  

We also had great fun rehearsing our moves 

for the ‘Rudolph Rave’. Well done to all of the 

children who gave it their all (even if dancing is not really their ‘thing’) and a huge thank you to all of the 

parents who turned out in freezing conditions to lend your support 😊 The Y5 teachers and TAs would also 

like to thank you for the wonderful cards and gifts we received  – it was so generous of you and they were 

very much appreciated. 

Amazing Achievements 

 

Isaac was delighted to receive his certificate for Level 

1 touch typing. 

                                                                  

Phillip brought in his ‘Drama’ badge, recently 

achieved in Cubs. 

                                                      Very well done to both of you! 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/
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Our history topic during the Spring term is ‘The Vikings’ and in science lessons, we will be finding out about 

the properties of materials and conducting a number of scientific investigations. We also begin our brass 

lessons led by a teacher from Berkshire Maestros, where the children learn to play trumpets – always a big 

hit with the children (even if the teachers end the sessions with mild headaches!)  

Change to outdoor PE day: Our timetable has changed this term so PE with Mr. Methven will now be on 

a Wednesday afternoon. PE with class teachers remains on a Monday afternoon    

As always, if you have anything you would like to discuss with us, please pop in to see us at the end of the 

day or send an email via the school office. 

The Year 5 team. 

Our Amazing Choir 😊 

The Key stage 2 Choir and Year 2 and 3 Bell ringers enjoyed performing for Reverend Catherine and some 
of her guests and the residents of Corrina Lodge Care Home, on Wednesday 14th December. 
 
The choir sang beautifully to a selection of Christmas songs and carols and hand bells did a marvellous job 
in performing their Christmas arrangements. 
  
It was lovely for the children to come together to do their first performance in preparation for the bigger 
events we intend to take part in later this year. 
  
Mrs Read and Miss Parr 
 

Year 6 

As always, December was filled with lots of fantastic learning and festive fun. Year 6 had great fun 

rehearsing our moves for the ‘Rudolph Rave’. Well done to all of the children who gave it their all and a 

huge thank you to all of the parents who turned out in freezing conditions (we apologise about the teachers’ 

dancing though!). In addition, we would just like to say a HUGE thank you for all the fabulous cards and 

gifts. We really do appreciate your generosity and we hope you had a wonderful break and wish you a 

Happy New Year. 

Our history topic during the Spring term is ‘Victorian Britain’. We held our Victorian Day today to provide the 

children with an insight into Britain during the Victorian Period. In science, we will be learning all about 

Evolution, Inheritance and Adaptation amongst animals and plants, linking closely with the work of Charles 

Darwin.  

On a side note, A MASSIVE well done to those that have represented the school in a variety of out of 

school activities or sporting competitions, such as Rock Climbing and Cross Country. There are lots of 

other competitions soon in the Spring Term including boys/ girls football as the season resumes, hockey 

and an indoor athletics competitions.  

As always, if there is anything extra you need or would like support with, please do not hesitate to ask.  

The Year 6 team 

School start time 

This is just a gentle reminder that the school day starts at 8:45am (apart from Nursery which is 9:00am).  

We do need the children in school at this time so they do not miss out on key learning opportunities.  

Thank you again, as always for your continued support. 
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Maths and Writing Superstars for December… 

A huge congratulations to our Maths and Writing Superstars for the month – keep up the good work 😊.  

Winners, you will also notice that this is the launch of our ‘Brand New’ certificates, keep them safe 😊. 

Class Maths Superstars Writing Superstars 

Miss Hadley Charlotte Allen Kate Lewis 

Mr Francis Harry Sharp Adiraj Sharma 

Mrs Panesar Emmie Adu-Gyamfi Leo Blackford 

Mrs Bruce Mrs Plumtree Rosie Gilbert Rio Chandler 

Miss Megrath Hamid Choudhry Noah Russell 

Miss Barton Holly Turner Isaac Welburn 

Mrs Reed Sya Kooner  Maya Rashid 

Mrs Fish / Mrs Garrod Phillip Harding  Lara Shear 

Mrs Curran Chloe Martin Lily Bruce 

Mr Taylor Scarlett Tyler-Smith William Geary 

Miss Bess Max Gordon Grace Woodall 

 

KEY DATES 
 

Friday 27th January 2023 Kiwis Class Assembly  

Friday 3rd February 2023 Pelicans Class Assembly  

W/C 6th February 2023 Careers Week 

Monday 6th February 2023 Year 2 to the Synagogue in Maidenhead  

Monday 7th February 2023 Internet safety Day 

Friday 10th February 2023  End of Half Term at 3:10pm 

Friday 10th February 2023 PTA – Disco 
 Reception and KS1 5pm – 6:15pm 

KS2 6:45pm – 8pm  

Monday 20th February 2023 Children to return to school  

W/C 27th February 2023 Book Week 

Friday 3rd March 2023  Dressing up for World Book Day  

Wednesday 8th March 2023  Chaffinches Class Assembly  

Wednesday 15th March 2023 EYFS Spring Celebration Assembly   

Friday 17th March 2023  Red Nose Day (more details to follow)  

Tuesday 21st March 2023 Poetry Day  

Friday 24th March 2023  Year 4 – Play  

Wednesday 29th March 2023  Parents Consultations (more details to follow)  

Friday 31st March 2023 End of Term at 2pm.  

 


